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U.S. Department of Justice Letter 



U.S. Department of Justice

United Slates Attorney
Southern District of Ohio

JOJ Marconi Boulevard
Sflfle200
Columbu$, Ohio 43215

(6/4) 469-57/j
(614) 469·6895

December 7, 2010

Sandra Anderson
Associate Vice President

and Deputy General Counsel
The Ohio State University
Office of Legal Affairs
1590 N. High St., Suite 500
Columbus, Ohio 43201
Dear Ms. Anderson,

This office has been involved in a criminal investigation of
Edward Rife for narcotics trafficking. Mr. Rife runs a business
known as Fine Line Tattoos and Piercings, located at 2762
Sullivant Ave., Columbus, Ohio.

In the course of the investigation, a search warrant was
executed at Mr. Rife's residence and a significant amount of OSU
sports memorabilia was seized. We intend to either forfeit this
memorabilia as substitute assets for Mr. Rife's drug trafficking
proceeds or return these items to Mr. Rife spould we be able to
resolve the forfeiture issues without the necessity of selling
the memorabilia.

Attached to this letter is a list of the items seized in the
investigation. As you will see from the list, many of the items
seized were acquired from Ebay and autographed at various signing
events. However, several of the items seized appear to have
belonged to OSU .football.players and/or The Ohio State University
at some point in time. Those items include Big Ten Championship
rings, trophies and asu uniforms. Mr. Rife claims these items
were provided to him as gifts and/or purchased from certain
players, whom he has met through his Tattoo Shop ..

There is no allegation that any of these players were
involved in or had knowledge of Mr. Rife's drug trafficking
activities. However, before seizing these items, we want to make
certain that neither The Ohio State University nor the players
involved claim any ownership interest in the items being seized.



We are seeking your assistance in providing notice to the
players who appear to have had an ownership interest in one or
more of these items, at least at one time. As you will see from
the attached list, those players include:

~

Chris Vance

I
If you will provide us addresses, we will send notices to the
players directly. If you prefer to forward the notices directly
to the players, we would appreciate receiving written
confirmation that the notices were sent and the mailing date.

We will not proceed with the forfeiture of these items for
sixty days from the date of notification to allow anyone, who
wishes to make a claim of ownership, sufficient time to notify us
of the basis of his or her claim.

To resolve this matter in a timely fashion, please contact
one of the undersigned Assistant United States Attorneys at (614)
469-5715 by December 21, 2010 to advise how you wish to address
the issue of notice to the players. If you have any questions,
do not hesitate to call. Thank you for your cooperation in this,
matter.

CARTER M. STEWART
States Attorney

(~
HAHNERT

United States Attorney
If/ :ff.4 KELLEY

ssistant United States Attorney



EDWARD RIFE
5/1/10 Search Warrant

Item it Description of Item Seized Acquisition Photo #

2 2008 Big Ten Championship ring Purchased from 1 s 2
(in case) for

$1500
2 2008 Big Ten Championship ring Purchased from 3 & 4

(in oa •. ,~~i'. ~~~,
for $1500

2 ~?08 ~~;,~~.J2nshiP ring Purchased from 5 & 6
1n cas" .

for $1000
2 2008 Big Ten Championship ring Purchased from 7 & 8

(in case)
for $1500

2 2008 Purchased from 9, 10
(basketball) & 11

(in case) for $800
2 2003 Ohio State National Purchased on 12 & 13

Championship Ring -- Tostitos Ebay for $7000
Fiesta Bowl (D.J. Downing's

ring)
2 2008 __ Football Purchased from 14 & 15

National Championship ring
~-(~j~ ~JJjurf vit1~) 1_
r a nq

2 2008 Big Ten Championship ring Purchased from 16 & 17
(in case) for

$1000

2 Diamond ring Purchased from 18
pawn shop for
$600 -- ldife's
engagement ring .
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18 OSU football helmet -- 2002
National Championship (signed)

Practice helmet 19 & 20
of Chris Vance
purchased from
Dudley Rossl for
$200

18

18

19

20

20

20

OSU "the Horseshoe" football
{signed) (in case)
OSU football signed (in case)

(dedicated to daughter)

OSU football replica helmet
(in box) {signed by team}
OSU football helmet (signed)

OSU football jersey - #42
(signed)

OSU football jersey - #51
(signed)

Purchased on 21 & 22
Ebay for $30

Purchased helmet 24 & 25
separately for
$100 and later
had it
autographed by
Archie Griffen
and Jim Tressel
at a signing
event

Paid Dudley Ross 23
$50 to obtain
autograph of
A. J. Hawk on an
OSU football
Purchased for 33
$200 on Ebay

Purchased jersey 26
separately for
$100 and later
had it
autographed by
Bobby Carpenter
at a signing
event
Purchased jersey 27
for $100 and
later had it
autographed by
Schlegel at a
signing event

lRoss is a friend of Edward Rife, who deals in sports
memorabilia.
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20

20

20

20

20

21

21

OSU football jersey - #4
(signed)

OSU football jersey - #7
(signed)

OSU football jersey - #45
(signed)

OSU football jersey - #47
(signed)

OSU football jersey - #47
(signed) (dedicated to daughter)

Three Sports magazines
(signed & framed)

Photograph of #47
(signed and encased in plastic)

Purchased 28
jersey, which
had been signed
by Santonio
Holmes, on Ebay
for $120/$150 -
Purchased 29
jersey, which
had been signed
by Ted Ginn, on
Ebay for $140
Purchased jersey 30
autographed by
Archie Griffen,
as Christmas
gift 10 years
ago
Purchased jersey 31
for $100 and
later had it
autographed by
A.J. Hawk at a
signing event
Paid Dudley Ross 32
$50 to have an
OSU jersey
autographed by
Hawk (same time
as OSU football
by Hawk -- both
dedicated to
daughter)

3

1 signed at 34
spring game --
no cost
2 purchased from
Dudley Ross for
price of
magazine
Purchased signed 35
photograph of
A.J. Hawk on
Ebay for $10



21 OSU football jersey - # Purchased jersey 36
(signed) at a store and

later had it
autographed by

after Michigan
game

21 OSU football jersey - # Purchased jersey 37
(signed) at a store and

later had it

after Michigan
game

21 OSU football pants - Gift fro 38
Fiesta Bowl (signed)

at time
received free
tattoo

21 Ten gloves -- four of which are Players gave 39
signed gloves when they

came in and
received free
tattoos

U·~

21 OSU ball cap (signed) Gift from 40
at time
received

free tattoo
21 OSU glass - #4 (Signed) Gift from Dudley 41

Ross -- glass
was signed by
Chris Vance (#4)

21 OSU football helmet - # Gift from 42
(unsigned) at time

received
free tattoo

21 Tostitos Fiesta Bowl watch Purchased from 43
(in case) for

$200
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21 OSU 2002 National Championship Believes 44
football purchased by

wife -- does not
know where it
was purchased

21 OSU football {signed} Purchased 45
football
separately and
later had it
autographed by
Archie Griffen,
Jim Tressel and
Simon Frazier at
signing event

21 Wilson football (autographed) Not certain how 46
obtained but not
purchased from
player -- signed
by John Cooper,
Archie Griffin
and others

22 osu football helmet (signed) Gift from 47

when. received free
I

tattoo
23 osu football helmet (signed) Paid $150 to 48 .

24 Paid $1800 to 49
-- Tostitos Fiesta Bowl

-- 2009
25 OSU football helmet (signed) Paid 50

I cost to
buy from school
($200/$300) --

26 Three pairs of football shoes 51
(1 signed) (OSU/Michigan game)

& 3rd
1unknown player

127 2009 OSU Rose Bowl plaque Gift from 52
-
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28 Football cleats signed by # Paid $1000 to 53
for

cleats, jersey -
and game pants

28 Football cleati signed by # Gift f 54
when
received free
tattoo

28 Two pair of football gloves by Gift from 55
# and by # and part

rom
for

$1000 (see #28)
28 Football pants with # on label Part of outfit 56

from
for $1000 (see
#28)

28 Football pants signed "Rose rom 57
Bowl 2010" and #

28 OSU jersey -- Allstate BCS Part of 58 & 59
National Championship New from
Orleans 2008 for $1000 (see

#28)
29 Wilson football -- Gift from 60

(signed)
(in case)

30 OSU football (Signed) Purchased 61
football already
signed by
Tressel

32 Joe Rodeo watch and diamond Watch purchased 62
ring in Ashcroft & Oak jewelers from Ebay for
case $2500 and ring

purchased for
daughter for
$100
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33 Two diamond rings in Meyers
Jewelers box

Wife's rings
which she'
received from
grandmother
before she was
married

63

34

34

Two Fossil 2010 Rose Bowl
watches in tin cases

One 2008 gold pants charm
(in case)

One watch was a
gift from

One watch was a

for a 2003 Tahoe
which had been
purchased by
Rife for $3500 -
- Rife also
supposed to get
ring and game
pants, but only
received watch
and four tickets
to Rose Bowl
Purchased gold

&
--

paid $500 for
two pair/S400
for the other
two

64

65
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NCAA Reinstatement Letter 
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Student-Athlete Repayment Plans


















