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Dear Advocates,

I hope this message finds you and your families well. The Ohio

State University Office of Government Affairs, Ohio State Alumni

Association and Office of Advocacy want to thank you for your

continued support and dedication to our university.

We are committed to sharing information with you, as together we

manage these challenging times. For the past few weeks, our team

has been engaging on a daily basis with public officials regarding

the university’s response to the coronavirus outbreak. Now, in

coordination with national and state higher education associations,

we are focusing our efforts on assistance and relief for Ohio State

and the communities we serve.

Ohio State is at the forefront of testing for COVID-19

In coordination with our partners in the private sector and

government, Ohio State is helping to expand testing capabilities.

Battelle and The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center

have jointly developed a new rapid, sensitive diagnostic test for

COVID-19. The new test will allow for faster turnaround time on

results, which will help “flatten the curve.” Learn more here.

Additionally, a team of Ohio State scientists developed, and

received FDA approval for, test kit components to help address the

critical nationwide shortages.

Read more

Ohio State announces the Together as Buckeyes
emergency grants program

Ohio State has established a new emergency grants program to aid

students facing financial challenges as a result of the COVID-19

pandemic. The program is funded primarily by the federal

Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act, and

is available to all students.

Learn more

Some Ohio State medical students graduated early

The Board of Trustees approved the early awarding of medical

degrees for students who have completed all requirements to

graduate and have elected to make the commitment to engage in

the current pandemic as quickly as possible. Fifty-four students

declared their intention to join the health care workforce upon

graduation and requested the early graduation date. Degrees were

awarded on April 12 instead of May 3.

Read on

White House taps members of Ohio Delegation to
advise on reopening economy

President Trump announced a congressional bipartisan task force

of lawmakers to provide counsel on the reopening the economy.

Several members of congress from Ohio were invited to the task

force: Sen. Rob Portman, Rep. Anthony Gonzalez, Rep. Marcia

Fudge, Rep. Warren Davidson, Rep. Jim Jordan, and Rep. Steve

Chabot. Half of those members from the Ohio delegation selected

to serve on the task force are Ohio State alumni.

Learn more

Virtual Commencement

The university will recognize the achievements of the Class of 2020

with a virtual ceremony on Sunday, May 3, at noon. You can view

the livestreamed ceremony here. The event will last approximately

one hour and will feature a commencement address by Apple CEO

Tim Cook. As a reminder, this virtual event does not replace a

future in-person commencement ceremony, which we will schedule

at a time when it is safe to be together.

Learn more

New alumni association president and CEO

We are also excited to welcome our new president and CEO of The

Ohio State University Alumni Association, Molly Ranz Calhoun. She

replaces Jim Smith who stepped down on April 1. Molly currently

works in the university’s Office of Student Life, and will be joining us

May 1.

Learn more

 

Thank you for all you do for on behalf of our great university and for

continuing to champion our faculty, students, researchers and

physicians. If you are interested in learning more about how you

can support our university during this time, please visit the Ways to

Help webpage. Finally, if you would like to explore virtual

opportunities, webinars, etc. being offered by The Ohio State

University Alumni Association, you can visit our virtual engagement

webpage.

Kind regards, and Go Bucks!

Kacy Bullard

Director of Advocacy
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