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Dear Advocates,

As we all find ourselves needing to adapt with changing

circumstances, our Buckeyes continue to show their resilience and

ability to innovate. You — our dedicated Ohio State Advocates —

already know how capable our community is.

In this latest installment of your newsletter, we are proud to share

the following timely updates and stories of our Buckeyes rising to

meet new challenges.

The Ohio Department of Education provides budget
update for Ohio’s universities

Earlier this month, the Ohio Department of Higher Education

(ODHE) sent a fiscal year 2021 budget email to institutions of

higher education. Of note, ODHE highlighted that the State Share

of Instruction (SSI), Ohio’s primary mechanism of subsidizing

instructional costs at Ohio’s public institutions of higher education

for the purpose of reducing the cost of tuition for Ohio’s residents,

line item will be funded at $1,950,089,467. The SSI amount

represents a year-over-year line item reduction of 4.38 percent as

compared to the last fiscal year’s appropriation levels. This new

FY21 SSI amount is subject to change if the overall budget and

supporting state revenue sources were to significantly worsen

during the fiscal year compared to recent projections.

Current and incoming students this academic year who are

receiving the Ohio College Opportunity Grant (OCOG), Choose

Ohio First Scholarship and National Guard Scholarship will not be

negatively impacted by any required changes in ODHE’s FY21

budget. Per student OCOG award amounts by sector will be

maintained at FY20 levels.

Federal reversal of rule impacting international
students

Ohio State is encouraged by news that the federal government will

maintain flexibility for international students to continue their

education in the fall. A federal rule that would have barred

international college students from the U.S., if their schools held

classes entirely online, was reversed. Before the reversal, Ohio

State had signed on to an amicus brief filed on behalf of 180

colleges and universities in support of a lawsuit challenging the

rule.

Learn more

Ohio State researchers say high-frequency sounds
could be a key to contact tracing for COVID-19
exposure

Signals sent and received from cell phone microphones and

speakers could help warn people when they have been near

someone who has contracted COVID-19, researchers say.

Learn more

Ohio State study links green space to income, race

The World Health Organization said urban green spaces, such as

parks, playgrounds and greenery in neighborhoods, can promote

mental and physical health by alleviating stress and providing

psychological relaxation.

Read on

Ohio State’s Farm Science Review will be a virtual
show in 2020

For the first time in its nearly 60-year history, The Ohio State

University’s Farm Science Review, scheduled for Sept. 22 to Sept.

24, will not be held in person. The event, which attracts more than

100,000 visitors from the United States and Canada, will be hosted

virtually for 2020.

Learn more

Ohio State details new commitment to address
racism and racial inequalities

Ohio State has announced details of a plan to combat racism and

racial inequality in the community. Updates have been provided on

three key elements of the action plan, which are:

a university wide task force on racism and racial inequalities;

a $1 million seed fund for interdisciplinary research and

creative work;

an Anti-Racism Action Plan that engages the Wexner Medical

Center and health sciences colleges.

Learn more

Digital Flagship Design Lab coming to campus in
2021

The Digital Flagship Design Lab, a new destination for learning,

collaboration and shared work is coming to The Ohio State

University in 2021. The space will be a place for students to learn

in-demand technical skills, interpersonal skills through collaboration

and networking, and will provide students an opportunity to work

with industry professionals through workshops and consultations.

Learn more

Safe and Healthy Buckeyes

To learn more and stay up to date on what Ohio State is doing to

keep Buckeyes safe and healthy, please click below:

Learn more

 

Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me with any questions or

comments. We hope to keep you connected to each other and the

university we love. Thank you for all the many ways you pay

forward to support Ohio State faculty, staff, students and patients.

You make us stronger every day.

Kind regards, and Go Buckeyes!

Kacy Bullard

Director of Advocacy
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