
Cherished memories of young love, school spirit 
(and ducks) are essential to the vibrant history of 
Mirror Lake.   

According to university legend, Ohio State’s 
Columbus campus sits where it does today thanks 
to Mirror Lake, and the refreshing spring waters 
that once fed it. Years before it was The Ohio 
State University, trustees charged with finding the 
perfect home for the new Ohio Agricultural and 
Mechanical College visited the property of William 
Neil. Touring his land, they stopped to enjoy 
several long, cool drinks from a small spring. 

After drinking his fill, a German trustee by the name 
of Keller is alleged to have taken a seat next to the 
water and said, “It’s hard to get a Dutchman away 
from a spring like that.” And so the decision — and 
Buckeye history — were made.

As the university has grown and evolved over 
the years, so has Mirror Lake. When construction 
caused the spring to go dry in the 1920s, the 
classes of 1927, 1928 and 1930 stepped in to create 
and install Memorial Fountain. During the 1930s 
the mud bottom was paved over with bricks for 
easier cleaning. Chlorine was added in the 1960s 
to eliminate the sulfuric smell of water pumped in 
from the Olentangy River. 

Islands, bridges, trees, grottoes, ducks and even 
traditions have come and gone, while the iconic 
nature of Mirror Lake has endured — allowing each 
new generation to leave its mark  . 

Now is your chance to be part of this Buckeye 
tradition through an engraved brick or paver 
along the lake’s banks.

Restoring
Mirror Lake
Discover a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to leave your mark on an 
iconic Buckeye landmark.

Mirror Lake Grotto and Lake Terrace

Mirror Lake Neil Avenue Overlook



ORDER FORM — All information must be complete to process your order. 

Gift        $500   $3,000           $        to the Mirror Lake Restoration Fund (315933)

Name       Address

City        State    Zip

Phone number       Email

Method of payment        Visa          MasterCard          Discover        American Express 

      Check or money order payable to The Ohio State University Foundation

Charge account number       Expiration date

Billing address if different from above

Signature

A personalized inscription is a fitting way to pay tribute to your memories of this campus icon or to 
honor a loved one. In recognition of your gift*, the university will engrave your message on a brick or 
granite paver, which will become part of the exterior landscape surrounding Mirror Lake. Bricks will be 
located on the south side of the Lake Terrace and pavers near the amphitheater.  

Mirror Lake Bricks

ORDER INFORMATION
• Complete the order form and mail with your gift to: Office of 

Annual Giving, 2200 Olentangy River Road, Columbus, OH 
43210 or go online to give.osu.edu/mirrorlakebricks. Orders 
also may be placed by calling 800-678-6355.

• You will receive a letter of confirmation.
• All text will be a standard size, font and style. Greek letters and 

other symbols not found on a standard keyboard may not be 
used. Your message must fit within the spaces provided and 
will appear on the brick exactly as shown. Exceptions are not 
permitted. Punctuation and spaces count as characters. 

• Messages will be centered automatically in uppercase letters. 
• The Ohio State University reserves the right to approve all text 

prior to production. 

Please print your message above clearly. For additional inscriptions or orders, please make a copy of this form. 

*Under Internal Revenue Service guidelines, the full amount of your gift is a deductible contribution and will be part of your gift record to 
the university. A gift receipt will be sent itemizing your charitable contributions. 

4” x 12” brick
$500 gift

8” x 16”
granite paver
$3,000 gift

Use 2 lines ONLY for 4” x 12” bricks

Additional recognition opportunities available 
above the $3,000 level. Please contact Jacob 
Wood at wood.872@osu.edu for more information.
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